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FUNDING

EU Funding Brochure – Promotion of Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations

The Committee of the Regions, AGE Platform Europe and the European Commission have issued a brochure presenting EU funding possibilities for regional and local initiatives to promote active ageing and solidarity between generations. 

The brochure shows what resources are available and invites regional and local stakeholders to make the best possible use of them, preferably working in partnerships involving several countries. 

The brochure presents examples of projects which have received EU funding. It also includes short presentations of the most relevant EU funding programmes to support new active ageing projects. 

Download brochure: 

http://europa.eu/ey2012/ey2012main.jsp?langId=en&catId=970&newsId=1065&furtherNews=yes 

http://europa.eu/ey2012/ 
EU Funding Calls - EAPN

· Find here all calls concerning the 7th Framework Programme (FP7). 

· Pilot projects on employment of persons with autism spectrum disorders – no deadline specified.

· Youth in Action - Programme (2007 - 2013) - Deadline: from 01 February 2007 up to the end of 2013. Deadlines vary according to Action. Please contact the European Commission or your National Agency). 

· Fundamental Rights and Citizenship: Call for proposals "Action grants" 2011-2012 – Deadline: 13 Mar 2012.

· Call for proposals - Criminal Justice "Action grants" 2011-2012 – Deadline: 20 March 2012.

· Daphne III "Action grants" 2011-2012 - Deadline: 29 March 2012. The programme "Daphne III" for the period 2007-2013 aims to contribute to the prevention and combating of violence against children young people and women and to protect victims and groups at risk

· Advancing Roma Inclusion Through Arts & Culture – Deadline: Applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis through 31 Dec 2012.

· Call for proposals: Europe for Citizens Programme 2012: Topics and deadlines
·         Action 1 Measure 1.1 Town twinning citizens' meetings: 1 February, 1 April, 1 June, 1 September 2012
·         Action 1 Measure 1.2 The thematic networking of twinned towns: 1 February, 1 September 2012
·         Action 1 Measure 2.1 Citizens' projects: 1 June 2012
·         Action 1 Measure 2.2 Support measures: 1 June 2012
·         Action 2 Measures 1 & 2 Structural support for EU policy research organisations: 15 October 2011
·         Action 2 Measure 3 Support for projects initiated by civil society organisations: 1 February 2012
·         Action 4 Active European Remembrance: 1 June 2012
 
·Fundamental Rights and Citizenship: Call for proposals "Action grants" 2011-2012 – Deadline: 13 Mar 2012.  

Find all funding opportunities on EAPN (Europe)’s website here. 

Artist in the Community Scheme Deadlines 2012

Arts Council Artist in the Community Scheme managed by Create, the national development agency for collaborative arts in social and community contexts:
Deadlines 2012 15 March, 5pm; 25 June, 5pm.

Twice yearly, the Arts Council offers grants to enable artists and communities of place/or interest to work together on contemporary collaborative arts projects.

The scheme is open to artists from any of the following artform disciplines: architecture, circus, street art and spectacle, dance, film, literature (Irish and English language), music, opera, theatre, visual arts and traditional arts. The projects can take place in a diverse range of social and community contexts including arts and health; arts in prisons; arts and older people; arts and cultural diversity.
 
The aim of the scheme is to encourage meaningful collaboration between communities of place and/or interest and artists. It is essential that   consultation take place between the artist and the community group, so that both parties are involved in deciding on the nature of the project realisation. Group ownership of the art should be maintained at every stage. The Project Realisation may result in a variety of outcomes.

There are two phases to the scheme:

Phase One, Research & Development, is open to artists who wish to research and develop a project in a community context. Maximum time frame is 3 months. The maximum amount awarded in Phase One is €1,000.

Research & Development/Mentoringis open to artists who wish to develop a community based project and who have identified an artist mentor they want to work with a during the research and development phase. The maximum award is €1500, which includes €500 fee payable to the mentor.

Phase Two, Project Realisation, is open to communities of interest or place (or their representative organisations), planning a project of between 6 weeks and 5 months duration with a maximum award of €5000, and those who are planning a project of between 6 months and 9 months with a maximum award of €10, 000.

The deadlines for 2012 - First Round Thursday 15 March, 5pm;

Second Round: Monday 25 June, 5pm.

For further information on application criteria and assessment, or to book an advisory session about the Scheme, contact Katherine Atkinson, Professional Development, 01-4736600 or email support(at)create-ireland.ie. Full details  and application forms www.create-ireland.ie
Social Entrepreneurs Ireland: 2012 Awards Programme

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland has opened for applications for the 2012 Awards Programme, with a total fund of €775,000 to support individuals with new, big ideas for social change in Ireland.

The Awards Programme will see eight social entrepreneurs awarded across our two support programmes: The Impact Programme and the Elevator Programme. We will Award three social entrepreneurs a place on the Impact Programme. Each of these will receive a package of support worth €200,000 over two years to help them to scale the impact of their project/organisation. In addition, we will select five social entrepreneurs to take part in the Elevator Programme. Each of these will receive a package of support worth €35,000 over one year.

Full details of the application process, eligibility criteria and an overview of the Awards Programme can be found online at www.socialentrepreneurs.ie.

The deadline for applications is 5pm on Thursday 16th February 2012.

St Stephen's Green Trust: General Grant Scheme 2012

St Stephen's Green Trust has opened its 2012 General Grant Scheme.  There is one grants meeting in 2012 and the deadline for receipt of applications is Thursday, 23rd February, 2012. Successful grantees will receive their grants in April.
General Grant Scheme - Programme Areas 2012:  Grants will be made to organisations working in 3 specific areas.  They are homelessness, prisoners / ex-prisoners and Travellers.  Please note the Trust is not accepting applications from organisations with income of more than €500,000 in 2012.

You can make enquiries or request an application form from Orla O’Neill, Grants & Development Director, St Stephen’s Green Trust.   We suggest you look at the attached guidelines prior to requesting an application form – the Trust’s grants are focused on very specific areas of activity.

St. Stephen's Green Trust, PO Box, Newbridge, Co Kildare

Email:  info@ssgt.ie
Telephone/Fax: (045) 480666

Website: www.ssgt.ie
The Community Foundation: Upcoming Closing Dates for Grants

The Community Foundation for Ireland is an independent grant-making organisation. We use the monies from our own permanent endowment and by our donors and philanthropists to distribute grants to various causes and groups right across the country.

Community Growers Fund Round 3

(info online shortly)

Friday 24th February 

Grassroots Grants Scheme

http://www.communityfoundation.ie/news/news/revised-criteria-for-grassroots-grants
30th March
29th June
28th September
28th December
 

LGBT Communities Fund

http://www.communityfoundation.ie/our-grants/apply-for-other-grants
30th March
29th June
28th September
28th December
National Lottery Grant Scheme

The Department of Health has a National Lottery Discretionary fund in place which provides once-off grants to organisations, providing a range of health related services.

Statutory basis

The National Lottery Act 1986

Amount of fund

2012 allocation is € 3,286,000

Who can apply

Applications come primarily from community groups and voluntary organisations with an involvement in the provision of health services to specific client groups (for example persons with an intellectual disability and/or physical disability, elderly, etc.), national groups providing information and support for various disabilities and illnesses and groups with a specific interest (for example to provide holidays for elderly, equipment for hospitals, mini-buses, homes, etc.).

Application Form

Application for National Lottery funding must be made using a standard application form (available below). 

PDF Version
MS Word Version
Alternatively, you can contact:

Finance Unit,
Department of Health,
Hawkins House,
Hawkins Street,
Dublin 2
Tel: (01) 6354281
E-mail: Lotterygrants@health.gov.ie 

Closing Date

Applications should be submitted as soon as possible.

Applications will only be accepted from groups or organisations operating within the State.

The Department strongly recommends that applicants read the accompanying information leaflet, as well as consulting with Circular 44/2006: Tax Clearance Procedures - grants, subsidies and similar type payments
Information Leaflet
Circular 44/2006: Tax Clearance Procedures
European Cultural Foundation – Collaboration Grants

Collaboration Grants fund transnational, cross-sectoral activities by independent cultural and artistic organisations working together or with organisations from other sectors.  the 47 countries of the Council of EuropeCollaboration Grants are awarded to cultural organisations working together across different countries of wider Europe ( plus Kosovo) and/or with Arab-Mediterranean countries on multidisciplinary artistic projects. Partner applicants can work in sectors outside the cultural field.

ECF regards the ideal ‘collaboration’ as one that brings a renewed understanding of Europe to people of all backgrounds, and inspires them to regard the world’s future as a shared enterprise. The average award funded is €15,000 with the maximum being €30,000.

We have funded a vast array of projects, bringing unexpected narratives, new ideas and inspired visions to diverse audiences across Europe. In 2010, we received 444 applications and awarded 31 grants of an average amount of €15,000. Download the full list of Collaboration Grants awarded in 2009, 2010 and the first half of 2011.

Where we fund

The lead applicant/cultural organisation must be based in one of the following European countries: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Kingdom.

Partnering applicants can be based in one of the above-mentioned European countries and/or in one of the following Arab-Mediterranean countries: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestinian Territories, Syria and Tunisia. (We encourage cooperation with this region, as long as the content of the project clearly relates to European cross-border cooperation.)

How to apply, application form and deadlines

You can apply online. This has several benefits: it makes sure your application is complete, the budget is balanced and you will receive an instant confirmation that we have received your proposal. Applications are reviewed with 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.eurocult.org/about-us/governance" \o "http://www.eurocult.org/about-us/governance" \t "_self" advisers and the entire process takes up to a maximum two months.

For more on how to apply, to access the ‘how to apply’ PDF booklet and the application form, click here. The Collaboration Grant scheme will only have one round in 2012. The application round for Collaboration Grants 2012 will be open from 09.30 (CET) 20 February to 17.00 (CET) 2 May 2012.

Free Cheese Scheme – Dept of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine have a quantity of Intervention Cheese available free of charge to voluntary and charitable organisations that provide aid to deprived persons in the community.

The Cheese is in boxes containing 12x1 kg blocks of cheese

For the 2011/2012 plan, each charity must complete one application form which will be valid for one year only.  Each charity must also complete an Order Form when requesting allocations of cheese indicating the number of boxes required and store preference. 

Under the 2012 scheme, it is a requirement that all charities participating in the scheme must have a CHY No from Revenue Commissioners.

Please contact

Carol.roche@agriculture.gov.ie
GENERAL

Association of European Parliamentarians with Africa (AWEPA) and Debt and Development Coalition Ireland (DDCI) 

invite you to 'Debt Justice? Ireland, the Global South and the International Financial Institutions': 
A launch of the DDCI Public Report Card on Ireland's development policy at the IMF and World Bank 

Time: 6.30pm - 8pm 
Date: Wednesday, February 15th 2012 
Venue: Audio-visual Room, Leinster House, (Kildare St Entrance) 

The meeting will launch DDCI's new public report card and will be followed by a discussion 

Please RSVP to Simon.Murtagh@oireachtas.ie 

All Welcome 

Women in the workplace - Boston, MA and Washington, DC: 17 - 27 April 2012
Up to ten individuals, including human resource specialists, business leaders, relevant non-governmental organisation leaders, and academics from Ireland and from Northern Ireland will be selected to engage with their American counterparts to examine the development and promotion of female-friendly work environments. This programme will explore strategies to help working women achieve a balance between work and life, access continuing education, re-enter the work force, and take control of their financial futures.

The programme is sponsored by the Irish Institute at the Centre for Irish Programmes, Boston College, and the US Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Short-listed applicants must be available for interview either 29 February in Dublin or 1 March in Belfast. To apply visit www.bc.edu/irishinstitute for an application. For further information, please visit the website or telephone (353) 1 614 7450.

Save the Date – 28 March for Common Cents 2012 Conference

Clann Credo is excited to announce that Common Cents 2012 will take place on Wednesday, 28 March in the European Parliament Office, 43 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2.

This year's conference will again bring together speakers with a wealth of knowledge and experience with a focus the how social enterprise helps community organisations create jobs.  Participants will also hear about the Social Business Initiative of the European Commission.

The agenda and speakers will be announced soon. Please remember to save the date in the meantime.
ImaginNATION in a changing world.
 Cork - March 29th- April 4th
  (or March 29th/30th)
Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited while imagination embraces the whole world.  (Albert Einstein)
Are you and Artist, Activist, Youth worker, community worker, a creative person hoping for change?
Are you concerned about the future of our communities and the world?
Mayfield Arts, Newbury House is hosting a creative exploration and conversation crossing fields and themes of  creativity, arts in social context, transformative learning and creative activism.  
Space will be created to explore
· the importance of creativity and values in our current changing and un-predictable world
· what’s important to you and what you stand for. 
· what actions you can take to make a difference. 
Find out how you can get involved by following this link
www.imaginationinachangingworld.com
PLEASE CONTACT JESS OR NORA AT mayfieldarts@gmail.com FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
 
PUBLICATIONS

HSE National Service Plan 2012
A Brief Guide to How Your Parliament Works
Update from Citizens Information Board

Main social welfare changes from 1 January 2012

Illness Benefit: taxation of first 6 weeks. 

Treatment Benefit Scheme: changes to amount paid. 

Mortgage Interest Supplement: increased contribution and new rate for couples. The proposed 1-year wait while engaging with the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) is not being implemented yet.

Rent Supplement: new contribution and new rate for couples. Reduced maximum payments.

Child Benefit: reduction in payment for 3rd and subsequent children.

Community Employment: other welfare payments not payable with CE for new participants, from 16 January 2012. Existing recipients will only get 1 increase for each qualified child – no date yet given for implementation. 

Farm Assist: changes to assessment of means and to child deductions.

Family Income Supplement: carers’ payments and HSE home help income to be assessed as means. 

Claiming an extra half-rate social welfare payment: new restrictions. 

citizensinformation.ie

Updated:

Taxation of social welfare payments. Information on tax liability has also been added to the main documents on pensions, illness and disability and carers.

Buying your local authority house or flat: updated with the new Tenant 

Purchase of Apartments Scheme (TPAS).

Cancer services: support schemes for travel to treatment.

Home help income and social welfare payments: home help income is now assessed as means.

Universal Social Charge
CFNI Observatory publications launched

CFNI’s Observatory has published a series of publications on the theme of economic justice. Economic justice must touch the individual, communities and wider society. It is concerned with:

· respecting the rights of all people to an equal participation in, share of and benefit from the economic resources of a society;  

· protecting members of society who receive an inequitable share of these resources; and 

· promoting the equitable, progressive redistribution of economic resources within society so that all may realise their fullest potential. 

The publications can be downloaded from the Observatory’s site http://www.communityfoundationni.org/Programmes/Observatory, and ordered individually or as a collection from blivesey@communityfoundationni.org. To find out more about the Observatory please contact its Facilitator Iris Elliott ielliott@communityfoundationni.org. 
Breaking Barriers – Driving Change - EAPN’s 
Breaking Barriers – Driving Change - Case studies of building participation of people experiencing poverty is the second publication by the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) highlighting members’ initiatives to strengthen the direct participation of people experiencing poverty in organisations and in policy-making. Thirteen organisations contributed with their case studies to this publication, coordinated by Tanya Basarab, Development Officer for EAPN. Download the book here.
Racist Incident Reporting - ENAR

ENAR Ireland has launched an online tool to report racist incidents. The aim is to keep track of the occurrences by asking people to fill in different elements of the incident they’ve experienced or witnessed, in a pre-established list of items. This could help associations like ENAR to monitor and combat racist incidents on a more efficient and concrete basis.Top of Form Read more
Shadow Report: Irish Government Not Reaching Its Own Targets on Europe 2020 Strategy - Failing Poor and Vulnerable

The Irish Government is failing to reach the key targets it set itself as part of the Europe 2020 Strategy immediately after it came to power in 2011, according to a new study from Social Justice Ireland that builds on the work carried out by Caritas Europa’s Shadow Report 2011. This Irish "shadow report" shows that many of Ireland's major indicators on poverty and social inclusion are moving in the wrong direction. Poverty has increased by almost 60,000. Unemployment is not falling and the numbers employed are not increasing. Action in areas such as adult literacy is nowhere near what is required. There can be no doubt that both the Irish Government and the EU are failing Ireland's poorest and most vulnerable. It is essential that both institutions prioritise solidarity and ensure the Europe 2020 Strategy is genuinely inclusive. Read more
 

EDUCATION/TRAINING

MA in Community Education, Equality and Social Activism at NUI Maynooth

This practitioner MA brings together social movement organisers, community educators, grassroots activists and newcomers interested in social justice for a year of "learning from each other's struggles". The course includes social analysis (what equality is and how inequality works); radical democratic methodology (community education for liberation) and political strategy (learning from the struggles of popular movements for justice). Participants develop projects aimed at improving their own practice as social movement organisers or radical educators, to bring back their knowledge to wider struggles for social change. The course is grounded in democratic learning methods, challenging intellectual work and the validation of social movement knowledge.

The MA in Community Education, Equality and Social Activism is now approaching its third year (autumn 2012 - summer 2013), bringing together social movement organisers, community educators, grassroots activists and newcomers interested in social justice from Ireland and abroad. Students and staff work together to bring out what we already know about how ordinary people can challenge structures of oppression and injustice and change the world for the better, to learn from each other and to develop our practice and theory.

Developed by the Departments of Sociology and Adult & Community Education at NUI Maynooth, the course attracts a very diverse body of students from a wide range of movements and situations. Classes (held over two days) explore three core areas: social analysis (what equality is and how inequality works); radical democratic methodology (community education for liberation) and political strategy (learning from the struggles of popular movements for justice). Following two 12-week terms, participants complete thesis projects aimed at improving their own practice as social movement organisers or radical educators, to bring back their knowledge to wider struggles for social change. The course is grounded in democratic learning methods, challenging intellectual work and the validation of social movement knowledge.

More information on the course, including student feedback, can be found at http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com/2011/12/ceesa-ma-2012-entry.html. A flavour of the course can be gleaned from the short student video at http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com/2011/06/ceesa-student-video-about-course.html as well as information from past public events: the Masked Activists Ball launch party < http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com/2010/03/launch-party-masked-activists-ball.... >, the May workshop Beyond the crisis: global justice, equality, social movements  < http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com/2011/03/beyond-crisis-global-justice-equali... > and the November conference New agendas in social movement studies < http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com/2011/10/social-movements-conference-at-mayn... >.

The deadline for applications is Monday April 30th.

Full details about the course are at http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com.
 iStory - Free Digital Story Training Programme

The Verbal Arts Centre is pleased to announce iStory - a FREE Digital Story Training Programme.

iStory is a digital story training programme which is funded by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland and is being delivered in association with AGE NI.  

The programme will begin on the 1st March 2012 for a five week period at the 

Verbal Arts Centre.  Time:  10.00am – 1.00pm.

A digital story is a story told by weaving photographs, video recordings, narrative, text and music together.  It is a simple way for ordinary people to share aspects of their life stories.  

iStory is specifically designed for the over 50s.  

For more information please email bridin.flanagan@verbalartscentre.co.uk or telephone 028 71266946.

CROSS BORDER / EU NEWS

Developing Your Cross Border Business – Border People Project
The next User Group “Developing Your Cross Border Business” will take place on 8 March 2012, from 10am - 2pm at the Bee Park Resource Centre, Manorhamilton.  

Attendees will benefit from the advice of cross-border professionals and learn from the experiences of other business owners that operate in the border region. 

The conference will feature speakers from the Morgan McManus Solicitors, FPM Accountants, Credit Review Office Ireland, Tierney Tax Consultancy, TierOne Prudential, BDO and InterTradeIreland. 

Topics will include 

· Sourcing Bank Finance for a Cross-Border Business; 

· Debt Collection; 

· Accessing Cross-Border Business Grants; 

· Pension Considerations for Border People; 

· Cross-Border Business Succession and related Tax Issues; 

· Cross-Border Employment Law; 

· Challenges facing SMEs and Support Mechanisms.  

For further information about this project and a programme at http://www.borderpeople.info/bp2-ug7.  

Presentations will be available for download prior to the event.

Attendance at this event is free but please register online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QM5SZZN or contact myself or Annmarie O’Kane a.okane@qub.ac.uk or call +44(0)28 3751 5291/2.  

Yours sincerely,
Joe Shiels

Border People Project Manager

Centre for Cross Border Studies
39 Abbey Street, Armagh. BT61 7DY.
Tel 028-3751 5291 (048 from the Republic)
E-mail: j.shiels@qub.ac.uk
www.BorderPeople.info
www.Facebook.com/BorderPeople 

www.Twitter.com/BorderPeople 

European Commission Representation in Ireland: Series of Seminars

The European Commission Representation in Ireland invites you to attend a public seminar on European Economic Policy –What’s in it for Ireland? in your region.
These seminars will feature brief presentations from a number of experts on European and Irish economic and political affairs.  These presentations will be followed by a Questions & Answers session between the panel and the audience, providing those in attendance with an opportunity to hear from the experts, voice their opinions and ask any questions they may have about the current economic situation.

Three seminars will take place over the coming weeks in the following locations:

Athlone Institute of Technology
Tuesday 31 January 2012
Speakers include Brendan Keenan, Irish Independent Economics Editor; Suzanne Kelly, Tax Lawyer; and Nigel Nagarajan, Resident Adviser on Economic and Financial Affairs to the European Commission

Institute of Technology, Sligo
Monday 6 February 2012
Speakers include Minister of State for European Affairs, Lucinda Creighton TD; Dan O’Brien, Irish Times Economics Editor; and Nigel Nagarajan, Resident Adviser on Economic and Financial Affairs to the European Commission

Limerick Institute of Technology
Wednesday 15 February 2012
Speakers include former President of the European Parliament, Pat Cox and Nigel Nagarajan, Resident Adviser on Economic and Financial Affairs to the European Commission
 

The seminars will commence at 6.30pm.
Registration and light refreshments from 6.00pm.
Attendance at these seminars is free of charge

For further information, and to register your attendance at any of the above seminars, please RSVP to events@europeanmovement.ie or call 01 662 5815

“LISTENING AND LEARNING – FAITH AND CONFLICT” 

You are invited to an open forum 

“LISTENING AND LEARNING – FAITH AND CONFLICT” 

Inter-Faith North/West’s series of panels and discussions on the theme “LISTENING AND LEARNING” explores relations between our different faiths and communities

The Playhouse 
 L/Derry 

Wednesday 15 February 2012, 7.30 pm

(Refreshments from 7 pm)

All interested welcome

077-5439-8300

info@interfaith-nw.org.uk
www.interfaith-nw.org.uk
TDDA cross-community / cross-border workshop - WWI
As part of Tyrone Derry and Donegal Action’s (TDDA) Integrating Communities Programme (funded by the International Fund for Ireland and managed by the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC)  we are currently organising a series of discussion workshops. These cross-border / cross-community discussion workshops will take place throughout Derry City Council, Donegal County Council and Strabane District Council Areas in several venues within these areas during spring 2012. 

The first discussion workshop will include the performance of 'Remembrances' written by Jonathan Burgess, in the Alley Theatre, Strabane, on Wednesday 15th February 2012 at 11am (sharp) and I would like to take this opportunity to invite any interested members from your group to this show (booking essential). TDDA will be hosting a discussion workshop for around 45 mins - 1hr after the performance with a panel discussing the play and the lasting legacy of the First World War in Ireland, North and South, and the civil unrest that went before and followed this seismic event on the world stage. This will be followed by an audience-panel question and answer session plus some light refreshments (Please see enclosed poster). 

If you would like to book some places to see this performance I would grateful if you could contact me regarding this as booking is essential.
To book a place and/or for more information please contact Pamela or Stephanie at:
Tel: 00353749173747
Email: tdaction@gmail.com / stephanie.tdaction@gmail.com

Tyrone, Derry and Donegal Action
Volt House 
The Diamond
Raphoe
Co. Donegal

Office: 00353 74 91 73747
E Mail: stephanie.tdaction@googlemail.com
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/tyronederryanddonegalaction/


This project is funded by the International Fund for Ireland and is managed by the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC) under the Integrating Communities Programme        







Call for Volunteers - Celtic Media Festival 2012 

Venue: The Playhouse, Derry-Londonderry 

Dates: Tuesday 17th April to Saturday 21st April 2012
Volunteers are required to assist the festival team in producing an exciting and informative event for the industry professionals and students attending.  Below are the duties volunteers would be expected to carry out and these would be allocated on a rotational basis throughout the festival.  This is a fantastic opportunity to gain invaluable experience at a high profile event attended by broadcast industry professionals from the Celtic nations and beyond.  

If you would like to be considered as a volunteer for the festival, please send your CV and covering letter to Leona Buchanan, Festival Co-ordinator – Leona@celticmediafestival.co.uk.  If you have any questions, please call the office on 0141 302 1759.

Volunteer Duties

Below are some of the duties volunteers would be expected to take on, there may be more, individuals applying will need to be flexible and positive about working in a high paced, ever changing environment.

Reception Welcome Hosts

Each delegate attending the festival is required to register at the reception desk where they will be provided with information and advice on what the festival has to offer.  This role requires outgoing, confident individuals who are happy to deal with any query with a positive attitude and a smile on their face.  A professional and welcoming approach is essential as high calibre members of the broadcast industry will be attending.

Session Runners

There are several sessions running throughout the festival on our main programme and our Green Light programme.  Volunteers will be required to provide support to the tech staff where necessary and help the hosts of the sessions with any requirements they may have.  

DVD Library Ushers

For the three days that the festival is running, a DVD library of shortlisted entries to the awards is provided for delegates.  There will be laptops for viewing DVDs on and a central library of the entries which the volunteer will manage.  Volunteers would need to liaise with the Tech staff to resolve any issues and ensure the smooth running of the library.

Awards Runners

In between sessions, awards are given out for our 18 categories, these are well attended by the industry and need to run smoothly.  Runners will be required to support the setting up of the stage for the presenters, ensuring everything is in order before the awards get started.  Headsets for translation will then need to be distributed to delegates who need them in time for the awards being announced.  There is a quick turnaround for this, so volunteers would need to be fast workers and good problem solvers with the ability to work under pressure.

Evening Event Hosts

Each evening there are events running in different locations throughout the city.  Volunteers would be required to welcome those attending and support the festival staff in the smooth running of the event.

INCORE 13th International Summer School 2012

INCORE (International Conflict Research Institute) at the University of Ulster wishes you to invite you to the 13th International Summer School. The 2012 International Summer School will run from 18th-22nd June 2012. The Summer School will be based on the historic Magee Campus in the city of Derry/Londonderry, on the shores of Lough Foyle in the north west of Northern Ireland, easily accessible by road, rail and air.

For more information visit: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/courses/ss.

The INCORE Summer School provides a structured learning opportunity to analyse the dynamic and constantly changing field of conflict resolution and peacebuilding. Focusing on the latest research and concepts in peace and conflict studies and practice; participants are invited to compare, contrast and learn from different perspectives. The School offers a unique opportunity to create links between theory, practice and policy. Special attention is given to how the experience and research of both practitioners and academics can impact upon policy makers within the field of conflict resolution, peacemaking, peacebuilding and reconciliation.

This year we are offering four courses to choose from:

• Evaluation in Conflict Prone Settings

Dr Kenneth Bush (INCORE) and Colleen Duggan (IDRC)

This course seeks to attract early to mid-level professionals who are facing evaluation challenges in conflict prone settings and are involved in commissioning, managing, or conducting evaluations in a programming or policy-making capacity. The focus of the course is not limited to “peacebuilding initiatives,” but to the broadest spectrum of projects and programmes (development, humanitarian, private sector, community development, etc.), with a view to integrating conflict sensitivity principles into evaluation practice.  Using a combination of case studies, role plays, group work, presentations, and electronic media, the course content aims to build a range of evaluation knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to understand the practical, methodological, ethical, and political challenges of use-oriented evaluation in conflict-prone settings.

 • Learning from a society in transition: the case of Northern Ireland

Grainne Kelly (INCORE) and Dr Duncan Morrow (University of Ulster)

The beginnings of the Northern Ireland peace process are normally dated from the paramilitary ceasefires of 1994. Northern Ireland can, therefore, be seen to be in transition for the past 18 years. This summer school module, designed for those with some background knowledge of the Northern Ireland conflict, will explore the practical and policy challenges associated with the management and transformation of a society from conflict to sustainable peace. The module will be framed around three key components: a theoretical and academic analysis of the conflict; insights from local policymakers and practitioners with immediate experience of the opportunities, challenges and risks of dealing with the transition; and the shared learning of the participants enrolled in the module, both local and international. The aims of the module are: to assess the degree to which transition in Northern Ireland has been successfully accomplished; to explore and examine what can be learned from the painful process of transition so that solutions and practical ideas can be brought to bear; and to identify specific areas of good practice and ongoing areas of challenge which have resonance and transferability to other societies emerging from violent conflict.

• Language, Truth and the Politics of Memory in Conflict

Dr Stephen Ryan and Ariel Sanchez Meertens (INCORE)

This module examines the role of language and memory as important elements of conflict, peacebuilding and reconciliation. It will investigate the challenges of dealing with disputed truth claims by multiple conflicting actors regarding the past, the Other (the enemy), the conflict situation and themselves.  A number of areas will be explored including: inquiries, memorialisation and museums, textbooks, community interaction and reconciliation, and conflict transformation. 

 • Peacemaking and Peacebuilding in Northern Ireland

Dr Brendan Lynn and Professor Brandon Hamber (INCORE)

This module is aimed specifically at study groups consisting of undergraduates or individuals interested in introductory learning about the Northern Ireland conflict. The programme offers a series of talks and presentations on a range of topics given by a combination of academics and practitioners. Themes to be covered will include an introduction to the theory and practice of peacemaking and peace building in Northern Ireland; peacemaking within the context of Northern Ireland; issues on dealing with the past in Northern Ireland; inter-communal divisions and community relations; and policing in a transitional society. Provision will also be made for an opportunity to allow for group presentations and discussions to facilitate what lessons have been learnt over the week.

Alongside these modules we also run the Northern Ireland programme to provide participants with an opportunity to network with others, gaining a deeper insight into the causes and consequences of the conflict in Northern Ireland.

Previous participants of the INCORE Summer School have included USAID, European Union DG External Relations, UK Department for International Development, World Food Programme, UN Department for Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and others.

The INCORE Summer School is recognised by the Peace Operations Training Institute, and may form part of The Certificate-of-Training In Peace Support Operations (COTIPSO) Programme. Visit http://www.peaceopstraining.org for further details.

FOR MORE DETAILS

Visit: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/courses/ss
FOLLOW US 

Follow us on Twitter for regular updates @INCOREinfo

Link with us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/INCOREinfo
CONTACT DETAILS

Email: school@incore.ulst.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 28 7167 5500 Fax: +44 (0) 28 7167 5510

INCORE, University of Ulster, Aberfoyle House, Northland Road,

Derry/Londonderry, Northern Ireland, BT48 7JL

The Impact of Recession and Unemployment on Men’s Health in Ireland - ARK (www.ark.ac.uk) and Man Matters invite you to a seminar on “Facing the Challenge: The Impact of the Recession and Unemployment on Men's Health in Ireland”.  At this event, Owen Metcalfe (Director of the Institute of Public Health in Ireland) will highlight some of the findings from recent research commissioned by his organisation.  This study explored the adverse effects of the economic recession - and the accompanying rise in unemployment - on men’s mental health.  The seminar will take place on Tuesday 14th February 2012, from Noon - 1.00pm, in NICVA, 61 Duncairn Gardens, Belfast BT15 2GB.  It will be followed by lunch.  The seminar is free, but participants need to book a place in advance by Email: info@ark.ac.uk or Tel: 028 71675513.

Peacebuilding Approaches After Violent Conflict

IPAC (Inter-Institute Peace and Conflict Cluster) is hosting its inaugural seminar series in 2012, which will be open to both internal and external audiences.

Internationally, post-accord peacebuilding has gained increasing prominence within the past two decades. Consequently, academic, policy and practice debates on the role of peacebuilding and its application in societies emerging from violent conflict have grown in depth and sophistication.

Academics from the University of Ulster have been at the forefront of the development, analysis and evaluation of different approaches to peacebuilding. This seminar series aims to present, consider and appraise a range of approaches to peacebuilding from an inter-disciplinary perspective, and foster discussion between academics, policy makers, practitioners and research students alike.

Seminars will run on Wednesdays (8 February; 7 March; 4 April; 2 May; 16 May 2012; 6 June; 27 June) from 12:15pm to 13:45pm at the University of Ulster (a light lunch will be served). 

RSVP essential by email: S.Higgenbotham@ulster.ac.uk or phone INCORE on 028 71675500.

‘The True Spirit of Sport’ 

A unique seminar on alcohol and its relationship with sport locally titled ‘The True Spirit of Sport’ was launched in Derry/Londonderry this week.   The seminar is being jointly hosted by Derry City Council Sports Development Department, Sport NI Club Mark Development Officer  and Co-operation and Working Together’s (CAWT) ‘Time IVA Change’ Border Region Alcohol Project funded through the Special EU Programmes Body under the European Union’s INTERREG IVA Programme. The aim of the event is to help clubs and sporting establishments examine the role of alcohol in their sport and in their community, with a particular focus on the important role that sport can play in the lives of young people. The seminar will also look at the physical effects alcohol has on the body and on sporting performance.  The seminar boasts a number of quality speakers both from high level participation in sport and from the research field, Thomas McCallion former Derry City, Glentoran, Coleraine and Cliftonville player ;  Brendan Murphy GAA A.S.P Programme and Dr. Lynette Hughes, who recently carried out academic research on sports and alcohol. The seminar will also seek to promote best practice in relation to alcohol awareness among clubs locally. 

‘The True Spirit of Sport Seminar’ will take place in the North West Regional College, Lecture Theatre, Northland Building  on Monday  5th March @ 7.00pm. The event will also see the launch of a Toolkit for Sports Clubs which will provide essential information for athletes and those working within the sporting environment on the effects of alcohol on sporting performance.  

Admission to the Seminar is free of charge. 

To register  contact kenda at : kenda@derryhc.com or Telephone on 02871384568
Fiona McCann TimeIVA Change/ Peter McLaughlin Time IVA Change

Email:  Fionam@derryhc.com/ Peter@derryhc.com
Telephone: 07921852734/07921852838

02871384568

Sadie Bergin, Communications Manager, Co-operation and Working Together (CAWT) 
Tel:  00 44 (0) 28 71 272100  Mob:  00 44 (0) 77 64204430  Email: sadie.bergin@westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk.
Nine Tenths Under - ICAN

Performing the Peace – an Arts Conference hosted by the Playhouse ICAN Project and the School of Creative Arts at Queens University

Date:                Thursday 22 – Saturday 24 March 2012

Venue:              The Brian Friel Theatre, 20 University Square Belfast

Cost:                Free, all are welcome to attend

As Belfast prepares to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic, the iceberg (the great ship’s nemesis) provides an apt symbol for Northern Ireland’s continuing peace process.  Above the surface is the public face of the peace, but what of the great mass of untold and often problematic stories hidden beneath the official version?

The Playhouse ICAN International Culture Arts Network Derry-Londonderry and the school of Creative Arts at Queen’s University Belfast, will bring together a critical mass to explore how the arts can cast light on the hidden face of the peace.

This conference is free and all are welcome to attend, especially community leaders and members, ex-combatants, peace activists, academics, students and artists.

For further information contact:

elaine@derryplayhouse.co.uk or alternatively www.icanplayhouse.com 

Join our village www.icanplayhouse.com/network
      Free - Getting to Know Your Institutions Course - 6 Monday Evenings Feb - March 2012
 
Derry City Council and the Rural Community Network Rural Enablers Programme would like to inform you about an upcoming Community Relations course, which takes place over 6 weeks during February and March 2012.  The course aims to make people more aware of institutions such as the Orange Order, GAA, Churches, etc.  It will involve a mystery tour of visits to these intuitions in the Derry City Council area to find out about the history and importance of these institutions to their patrons. 

Participants will get a chance to visit the premises of the institutions to take them physically into a space that they may not have been in before and it will give the institutions a chance to give different perceptions of their organisations and get rid of some myths surrounding them.  Participants will not know in advance which institution that they are visiting each week to make sure that people are open minded about the course and not self selecting.  Participants have to be able to attend all sessions which will be held on Monday evenings from the 6th February right through to 12th March.  Transport will be provided each week to get people to the institutions.

I attach details of the event and a booking form, which must be completed in order to apply to gain a place on the course.  Applications will be accepted on a “first come first served” basis.  Please complete the attached registration form and return as soon as possible.  

Should you wish to find out more information about this course, please contact Angela Askin on 7136 5151 or Kate Clifford on 8676 6670

And finally, 

Love In The Air At New City Square 

Ilex, the urban regeneration company today announced the launch of the programme for the official opening of Ebrington on the evening of February 14th. 

Caoimhín Corrigan, Ilex’s Cultural Broker explained: “The new public realm at Ebrington will be officially opened on February 14th and to mark this historic occasion, an evening of events is being organised to celebrate our new public space.  

The opening will feature something for everyone with music, a light & projection show, artwork, street performers and much more.  Acts will include the Codetta Choir, Bronagh Gallagher & Band, Inishowen Gospel Choir, Future Chaser and The Wonder Villains.  In keeping with the Valentine’s theme, there will also be a special ‘chapel of love’ for any romantics out there and a costume photo booth”.

The programme can be downloaded from www.ilex-urc.com and the Ilex Facebook page www.facebook.com/legenderry.city.  Programmes will be available at outlets across the city.
LOCAL PRESS / INFORMATION

CAWT Cross Border Social Inclusion Project 

The CAWT Cross Border Social Inclusion Project will be running two courses;
  

Turn on the Sun  ‘because I’m worth it’

Mondays starting 6 February 2012

10.00am to 12 noon weekly   

Lifford Clonleigh Resource Centre, Lifford.  

This 8 week course is an esteem building programme for women living in unhealthy relationships/domestic abuse situations.  It will help participants to  improving self esteem and confidence, manage unhealthy relationships, think more positively, improve assertiveness in everyday life and  recognise talents and skills. 

What’s Eating You?

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 February 2012, 10.00am – 4.00pm

Sunday 31 March 2012, 10.00am – 2pm 

Lifford Clonleigh Resource Centre, Lifford.  

This 3 day programme is aimed at women whose lives are affected by eating disorders. It will support participants in developing a healthier way of relating to life. Delivered by qualified facilitators with particular expertise in eating disorders, the programme will focus on self-awareness, esteem building, communication, life direction and purpose. 

These programmes are free of charge and refreshments will be provided.  

If you have any queries or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. My telephone number is 0044 790 382 3201.

Rose Logue

Womens Programme & Training Delivery Officer

CAWT INTERREG IVA Social Inclusion Project

Derry Well Woman Office: 02871360777

Work Mobile: 07903823201

www.cawt.com/socialinclusion 

Donegal County Council – Social Inclusion Week 2012

We are delighted to announce that Donegal County Council's annual Social Inclusion Week 2012 will take place from the 17th - 21st of September.  Social Inclusion Week is a celebration of participation, equality and inclusion and this year we are aiming to ensure that even more people join in and get involved in the events and activities.  Approximately 60 events were held last year throughout the county targeting many of our target groups including older people, people with disabilities, lone parents, children, people from ethnic minority backgrounds, women, etc.   2012 is the European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations and we hope this theme will be carried throughout the week.  
Who can participate?
Any group or organisation with a social inclusion focus or remit can participate and host an event during social inclusion week, for example colleagues in Donegal County Council including the libraries, the community & voluntary sector, sporting organisations, educational organisations, state agencies such as the HSE, VEC, FAS etc. plus other relevant stakeholders.
Examples of events
You may already have events planned that you can hold during the week which we would be delighted to help promote and advertise as part of our brochure.  A huge variety of activities can be held and examples of events previously held include coffee mornings, exhibitions, sporting events, drama, story telling, craft activities in the libraries, seminars and conferences, schools events, movie nights, computer classes etc.   
Social Inclusion Week will also link in with events taking place as part of Culture Night 2012 which takes place on Friday, 21st of September.    
We would be delighted to receive your ideas and suggestions for events and our contact details are attached below.  We look forward to working with you in making Social Inclusion Week a success!! 
TDDA ‘Women Out of Conflict –  A ‘Peace’ of Cake Workshops

TDDA 'Women Out of Conflict - A 'Peace' of Cake Workshops' are due to take place in the Drop-In Centre, Main Street, St Johnston on Wednesday 15th and Wednesday 22nd February from 7.30-9.30pm. The workshops will consider the role of Women and their leadership in a post-conflict society, particularly in peace-building work.

 

The workshops are free for Women ages 18+. There will be a short baking demo at the first workshop. As spaces are limited, I would encourage ladies to book their place by contacting me on 074 9173747 / email: tdaction@gmail.com. Light refreshments will be provided.

 

I would be grateful if you could please circulate to your contacts in the area and encourage local ladies to attend.

 

Other workshops within the Derry City Council Area and Stabane/Liffiord area are to be confirmed in due course - details to follow.

 

Stephanie Hunter
Project Officer

Tyrone, Derry and Donegal Action
Volt House 
The Diamond
Raphoe
Co. Donegal

Office: 00353 74 91 73747
E Mail: stephanie.tdaction@googlemail.com
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/tyronederryanddonegalaction/


This project is funded by the International Fund for Ireland and is managed by the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC) under the Integrating Communities Programme        

Information Day – The LOFT Youth Project
The LOFT Youth Project & Health Advice Cafe will hold an information day for young people, parents and community members on Saturday the 11th of February.    All a welcome to call in for a tour of the LOFT, get information on upcoming programmes and events and see some of the work produced by young people in the groups.  There will also be some chances to win good old fashioned free stuff.
Come along and bring a friend !  Further details available on loftstaff@gmail.com or 074-9188271
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